Prologue
For almost fifteen years, the saga of the constitutionalization of European citizenship 
Transnational solidarity in its ascending phase
As already mentioned, 'during the golden era of the Welfare State a concrete freedom of movement was inconceivable without the guarantee of the right to social security' (Margiotta 2010: 55) . This is the reason why free movement rights of workers and, even before, the social security coordination system, introduced in 1958, could be considered as an embryo of European citizenship.
IX
The Court of Justice's case law played a decisive role during the founding phase of the constitutionalization of the Community legal order, especially in relation to the freedom of movement and social rights of migrant workers (Weiler 1991) . During this heroic original phase of integration, when the constitutional bases of the common market were set, the freedom of movement of workers had been intended in a broader sense than suggested by the mere functional logic of market integration (Spaventa 2007: 2 ff.).
We should not forget that the Court has, on the one hand, accepted an extremely broad definition of worker, as far as it encompasses all the activities, having any effectiveness and 
Brey and Dano
It is worth remembering that thanks to one of the most acrobatic (and in fact most Whilst Brey has an irresistible ambiguity (Verschueren 2014), it seemingly does not as yet imply a significant retreat from the old judicial course in respect of the degree of social solidarity 'among strangers'. In the judgment, in fact, the Court confirms that EU lawrequiring a certain degree of transnational solidarity -precludes the consideration of the mere fact of the application for social assistance by an economically inactive citizen of a Member State as sufficient to prove that the s/he has become an unreasonable burden for the welfare system of the host country, therefore depriving her/him of the right to reside in that country. The Court also states that the competent national authorities are entrusted with the task, and the duty, to carry out a careful assessment of the specific characteristics of each individual situation according to the principle of proportionality, without there being any automatic consequence attributable to the request of enjoyment of welfare benefits by the citizen of another Member State.
However, at the same time the Brey judgment prepared the ground which was soon after explored by Dano for the return to a tight functional interpretation -and a true deconstitutionalization -of the freedom of movement and residence of the Union (economically inactive) citizen, in two important aspects. If these scenarios of counter-reformation of EU law were to take place, we would be witnessing, as lost and disoriented as ever, not only the final and inglorious sinking of any misplaced hope of transnational social solidarity, but the deletion of an entire history of achievements of civilization in the long march towards the freedom of movement of workers in the European Union. Not only would it be a return to a de-socialized idea of market citizen, but a stronger premonition of the forthcoming disintegration of the whole 
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